LIFE GROUP GUIDE: JOIN THE FAMILY #11 – Luke 9:28-43




CONNECT IN with one another








             If you could receive any miracle from God right now, what would it be?


         [Help for leaders: This question provides a fun way for people to share the biggest issues that are going on in their lives. As they do so, it also gets them thinking about some of the issues that we’re going to look at in our Bible study.]
















CONNECT UP with God


· Why do you think we often struggle to believe in God for miraculous healing?

                            [Help for leaders: Give people time and permission to talk themselves out on this. Matthew 28:17 says that it’s OK to be honest about our doubts – we just need to doubt our doubts as much as we do our faith! That will happen in your discussion.]


 
· Read Luke 9:37-40. How many of those reasons might have been in the disciples’ minds in this passage? What advice would you have given them in their situation?



· Read Luke 9:40-43. How does the response of Jesus to the disciples’ failure to heal the boy challenge some of our own assumptions and doubts about healing?



   [Help for leaders: It’s really encouraging that he doesn’t tell the Nine that such miracles are only available to the Three – miracles are for us all! Nor does he berate them that it is clearly not God’s will to heal. He acts as though it is always God’s will to heal – the problem is normally at our end!]




             


· Why do you think God is so committed to healing people and why do you think the Devil so desperate to stop it? Get different individuals to read the following verses:

        Luke 7:13-17, Luke 13:10-17, Acts 10:38, 1 John 3:8 and Romans 15:18-19. 


    [Help for leaders: These passages talk about God healing because he loves people, because he loves undoing misery inflicted by the Devil, because he is determined to be glorified, and because the Gospel demonstrated wins rapid converts.] 














· What does our original passage in Luke show us that we need to pursue if we are to see more healings ourselves? 









        [Help for leaders: Phil preached from the rebuke “You unbelieving and perverse generation” to highlight four key areas: 1) Love for people that exceeds our self-absorption and our fear of looking foolish 2) Love for God’s glory that is willing to look foolish so that he can look great 3) Love for God’s promises that believes God will heal through us 4) Love for God as Father that pursues enough relationship with him to be able to wield heaven’s authority and power whenever we come into contact with illness.





















              Help for leaders: If you or any of your group members are interested in studying the whole area of healing a bit more, Phil Moore has written a theological paper entitled “A Healthy Theology of Healing”. It is attached to the sermon online.


























· CONNECT OUT with the non-church people around you




                        
· Move on from your discussion into a time of worshipping God for his name “I am the Lord Who Heals You” (Exodus 15:26).
· Now move into a time of praying that the Lord will enable you to see people healed through the authority and power of heaven that Jesus has given you.
· Now ask if anybody in the room needs healing. Get going right away.
· End by commissioning your group members to go out into the world and heal people.
